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Credit Unions:

Going the Extra Mile for Kids
Washington, DC, March 9, 2006 -- Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc., the sponsor organization of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run, a professional circuit road race to be held in Washington, D.C. on April 2, reports that many of the event’s sponsors are going the extra mile for Children’s Miracle Network. 
Here’s just a sampling of what a few of the 100+ sponsors are doing to vie for honors in the 2006 Credit Union Donation Challenge; the annual competition which will award the credit union with the largest fundraising dollar amount per member for funds raised between January 1 and April 15, 2006.

Andrews FCU

In the Washington, D.C., area, Andrews Federal Credit Union has launched a contest to see which of its branches can garner the most donations to Children’s Miracle Network from its members. It will award prizes to two Andrews FCU branches for highest donation totals: one to an overseas branch and one to a stateside branch. The competition is expected to be fierce as each branch decorates to motivate members to support this worthy cause. 

Darrellyn Thomas, the credit union’s race coordinator, characterizes the branch staffs as “very excited.”  The winning branches’ staffs will earn recognition in the credit union newsletter and on its website. They’ll also be treated to lunch and given shirts emblazoned with: “We did it for the kids.” 

Andrews FCU will also be putting some items on the auction block at the pre-race Credit Union Sponsor Gala. This year’s gala will be held Friday, March 31 at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, Va. Thanks to Andrews FCU, attendees will be able to bid on dinner for two at the Phillips seafood restaurant and a basket containing a variety of items, including an Andrews FCU polo shirt, coffee mug and gym bag. 

Library of Congress FCU

Across the river from Andrews FCU in Washington, D.C. proper, Library of Congress Federal Credit Union will be employing a fundraising tactic that reflects the credit union’s focus and commitment to children and their education: throughout the month of March, it will be selling the children’s book: “The Adventures of Sam the Crow: Sam’s Search” by Pam Avery Yielding. 

To spur interest in the book, a signing by the author is planned for March 17, in tandem with the author’s visit to Children’s National Medical Center, the local Children’s Miracle Network hospital affiliate. Ms. Yielding will read her book to an audience of children being treated there. 

Northwest FCU

And in the Virginia suburb of Herndon, Va, Northwest Federal Credit Union recently hosted a three-day silent auction of excess office furniture, lobby artwork and exercise equipment from the credit union’s onsite gym. More than 200 items were sold to credit union employees and building tenants and the event generated $2,600 in sales with 100% of the funds donated to Children’s Miracle Network. The contribution will be directed in full to Washington, D.C.’s own Children’s National Medical Center hospital.

Since its January fundraising launch, NWFCU has raised more than $5,800 for its local Children’s hospital, mostly through the generosity of its members’ donations and through the sale of CMN candy safes – acrylic combination safes filled with Tootsie Roll candies aimed at teaching children about the value of savings.

It’s not too late to become a sponsor of the 2006 Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run. Complete details about the event and the Credit Union Miracle Day mission to help sick children, make a difference in the community, foster credit union cooperation and raise awareness of the credit union movement on Capitol Hill can be found at www.miracleday.org
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