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For Immediate Release 
Valerie Passwaiter @ 703-709-8900 ext. 6282
Credit Union Cherry Blossom Gala to Feature
11-Year Old ‘Champion’ From Maryland

Washington, DC, March 2, 2006 -- The March 31st Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run pre-race Gala will feature a very special guest this year: 11-year old Christopher Young of Mechanicsville, Md. Christopher has been chosen to represent our nation’s capital as the 2006 Washington, D.C. Champion as part of the Children’s Miracle Network “Champions Across America” program.

This unique program recognizes remarkable children who have triumphed despite severe medical challenges. Each year, CMN selects one child from every state to represent the 17 million children treated by Children’s Miracle Network’s premier Children’s Hospitals. Champions Across America serves to increase awareness of these 170 hospitals throughout the U.S. and Canada as well as showcase the strength and courage of critically ill children.

Christopher was diagnosed at birth with spina bifida and has been treated for his condition by teams of orthopedic surgeons, neurosurgeons, urologists, ophthalmologists and gastroenterologists at Washington, D.C.’s Children’s National Medical Center since he was 5 months old. He has undergone 17 surgeries in his short life.

Yet complaints never cross Chris’ lips, and he never regards his situation as a disability. He boats, jet skis and, on the playground, Chris is like any other 11-year-old except for one thing—he can do wheelies. He points out to his classmates the cool advantages of having a wheelchair and frequently shows off his slick maneuvers.
 

Christopher counts singing among his many interests. In fact, he hopes to become a famous country singer. He performs at his school’s talent show and helps out in his neighbor’s band when he can. And on Friday, March 31, he will sing for guests of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run Gala at the Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington, Va.

The Gala is the premier kick-off to the April 2 run, which boasts 10,000 participants including world-class athletes from around the globe. The festivities include a dinner for sponsors and their invited guests, appearances by local political VIPs and credit union leaders, a spirited auction to raise additional funds for Children’s Miracle Network, and this year, an eagerly-awaited performance by Chris Young.

“When you see kids like Chris—in or out of the hospital setting—it really drives home what we’re working toward,” says Juri Valdov, Chairman of Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc., the sponsor organization of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run event. “Any effort, any event, any fundraiser that can help provide hope and cures to a fighter like Chris and the millions of other children who require specialized care from one of the nation’s Children’s Hospitals is well worth the time spent.”

To attend the Gala and see Chris’ performance for yourself, contact Chuck Holmes at State Department Federal Credit Union (cholmes@sdfcu.org or 1-800-296-8882, ext. 5160). Sponsorship opportunities for the 2006 Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run are still available. Complete details can be found at www.miracleday.org.
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11-year old Christopher Young, Children’s Miracle Network’s 2006 ‘Champion’ representing the nation’s capital, will perform at the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run Gala on March 31. Chris has endured 17 surgeries and has been under the care of physicians at D.C.’s Children’s National Medical Center since he was diagnosed with spina bifida at five months.
