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Coast-to-Coast Credit Union Cooperation

Exemplified in Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run
Washington, DC, February 22, 2006 – National winners of the 2005 Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Award will be honored during CUNA’s 2006 Governmental Affairs Conference (GAC) February 26 - March 1 in Washington, D.C. While the Virginia Credit Union League’s selection of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run didn’t make the national cut, publicity involving the April 2, 2006 race has been drawing considerable attention as a prime example of giving back to the community as well as nationwide credit union cooperation. 

Lewis Wood, the Virginia Credit Union League Director of Publications and Public Relations, recently reflected on the race’s sponsoring organization, Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc. (CUMD), which earned top honors as a local Dora Maxwell Award winner in the chapter/credit union organization category. 

“The project goals were well thought out,” observed Wood, adding, “but what the judges liked most was the unprecedented level of cooperation between credit unions nationwide.” 
The Dora Maxwell Social Responsibility Recognition Award – named for the early credit union pioneer who helped organize hundreds of credit unions, volunteer clubs and other groups on behalf of the poor – honors credit unions for charitable works in the communities they serve. 

CUMD’s activities raised $450,000 for Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) hospitals in 2005. The sponsorship of the annual Washington, D.C. run brings credit unions together in support of two causes which reach far beyond the geographic borders of Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia: helping sick children and furthering awareness and exposure of the credit union movement on Capitol Hill.

Attesting to these goals, CUMD has generated more than $1 million in fundraising for CMN since its 2001 inception, and the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run has earned the endorsement of numerous U.S. Senators and Congressmen as well as recognition by NAFCU and CUNA. Moreover, sponsors represent credit unions from California to Florida; Massachusetts to Texas.
More global representation is needed to make the 2006 goal of $1.5 in charitable fundraising a reality, and CUMD Chair Juri Valdov calls upon other credit unions across the nation to get involved. “We need to continue our unified message to lawmakers in this critical time of bank attacks,” said Valdov, adding that the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run “not only gives a tremendous amount of exposure on Capitol Hill, but the event benefits the 17 million children treated by Children’s Miracle Network hospitals annually. It’s truly a win-win initiative.”
Credit unions interested in joining this effort are urged to visit www.miracleday.org for more information. 
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