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Washington, DC, February 17, 2006 -- There’s no doubt that pending legislation and regulatory issues make having a strong presence on Capitol Hill critical to the credit union movement. Risk-based capital, business lending limits, conversions, CUSO investment limits, deposit insurance reform, and, of course, taxation are timely topics that must be addressed with one voice to ensure that credit unions are heard and fairly represented. Credit union staff and volunteers routinely meet with senators and congressmen to champion our cause, however, addressing our industry’s issues in traditional ways may no longer be enough. 

One group employing a decidedly non-traditional approach to raise our collective voice is Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc. (CUMD), a partnership of credit unions from across the country dedicated to community service as well as raising awareness of the credit union movement. The global efforts of CUMD are gaining momentum and engaging Capitol Hill from within the nation’s capital.
The Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run, an annual event held in Washington, D.C. to benefit the Children’s Miracle Network, is the heart of CUMD’s approach. The 10-mile run draws 10,000 competitors – including Olympic-level athletes – as well as worldwide attention. CUMD gained the naming rights to this prestigious event in 2001 and has contracted to continue its sponsorship through 2011, providing the credit union industry with a high-profile, and certainly unconventional, means of garnering attention on Capitol Hill.

We’ve Already Got a Head Start!  
With multiple congressmen as honorary sponsors and more than 500 Capitol Hill Senators, Representatives, and staffers participating in the event through the Capitol Hill Competition, it’s certain this cause has the attention of key political decision makers. Plus, a gathering of thousands of runners and volunteers in our nation’s capital is sure to draw attention on Capitol Hill. 

Each year, more than half of the 10,000 runners are credit union members, and sponsor credit unions provide 500+ volunteers to help manage the event. Credit union executives, employees, and members from across the country come together for the three-day festivities which feature a Friday evening gala, Saturday runners’ expo and the Sunday morning competition. Best of all, donations generated as a part of the CUMD initiative are directed back to the Children’s Hospitals in the donors’ respective communities, helping aid sick children across 170 Children’s Miracle Network hospitals.

Take the Opportunity and Run With It.
In order to continue the momentum, CUMD needs the support of credit unions across the nation. There are a variety of ways for sponsor credit unions to participate: from soliciting member donations, to local fundraising; from sharing employee volunteers on race day to sending runners to compete under your banner, there is an opportunity that will suit credit unions from near and far.  

Finish First
The Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run generates attention for the credit union movement but – first and foremost – raises money for sick children across America who might otherwise not get help. More than $1 million has been raised for Children’s Miracle Network since 2001; this year, CUMD hopes to bring that total to $1.5 million and secure representation in all 50 states. Uniting at this event shows Congress the credit union difference; our willingness to cooperate with each other, and our core value: “people helping people.”  
Help ensure the survival of the credit union movement and millions of children across America. For more information on how your credit union or company can participate in this high-profile event, email your inquiry to info@miracleday.org, or visit www.MiracleDay.org for sponsorship opportunities in support of the Credit Union Cherry Blossom Ten Mile Run.
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